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Conference theme
The China and Higher Education Network holds an annual
conference series at The University of Manchester, bringing
together international experts on a wide range of topics
related to higher education in China and China’s role in the
international higher education sector. The Call for Papers for
this 2020 conference builds on our previous events in 2018
(focusing on the Belt and Road Initiative) and 2019 (focusing
on knowledge diplomacy).
China plays an important role in the global higher education
sector. Within China, higher education is increasingly viewed
as a tool to ‘enhance its international, political, and
diplomatic relations’ (Pan, 2013, p. 253). Indeed, China is the
world’s leading source country of international students,
with over 600,000 estimated to be studying worldwide
(OECD, 2018). There is also an emerging narrative of China as
a hub for receiving international students (Wen, Hu, & Hao,
2018), poised to meet targets of hosting over 500,000
international students in 2020 (Kennedy, 2018). Additionally,
China has recently become the world’s leading producer of
scientific papers (National Science Foundation, 2018).
Yet, the global higher education sector presently finds itself
in a period of uncertainty. Van Asselt (2000, p. 2) argues that
there are three aspects of uncertainty; it is multi-problem,
multi-dimensional, and multi-scale. This means that society
faces a ‘tangled web of related problems’, with challenges
across many disciplines and in different geographical and
temporal scales. A variety of academic perspectives offer a
rich range of ways to understand the notion of uncertainty
and responses to it (Bammer and Smithson, 2012). Two key
responses include planning and strategising. Planning
scholars understand and manage uncertainty by focusing on
what is unknown (Rowe, 1994) as well as what is known
(Abbot, 2005), while strategy scholars highlight the
difficulties that uncertainty raises through imagining tradeoffs in different scenarios (Wernerfelt & Karnani, 1987). Both
approaches acknowledge that ‘there is more information we
do not know than we do know for making most critical
decisions’ (Rowe, 1994, p.743).
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In terms of China and higher education, a number of
uncertainties currently face the sector. The most
immediately apparent of these is COVID-19, which has
disrupted higher education mobility patterns, shifted
many academic activities online, and created financial
instability in the global sector (IAU, 2020). However,
the pandemic has only exacerbated a momentum of
change and uncertainty that has been developing in
recent years. For example, changes to student mobility
patterns have led to a rise of 'regional hubs' , meaning
China is now a significant host of international
students (Wen & Hu, 2019). Sino-foreign relations have
also impacted upon Chinese international student
mobility to countries such as the United States or
Australia (Foreign Policy, 2019; Guardian, 2020), which
will play a significant role in the future of international
higher education. At the same time, perceptions about
the value of an international degree are in flux,
particularly in relation to perceived employability of
international graduates (Huang & Turner, 2018).
In this regard, it has been theorised that we are
approaching the end of a ‘third wave’ of international
student mobility (Choudaha, 2017), and, while the
future remains uncertain, it is clear that China is a
significant player. Therefore, the China and Higher
Education 2020 conference (#ChinaHE20) focuses on
the theme of uncertain futures, both in terms of
China’s outward and inward internationalisation. In
particular, we consider the following substantive
questions:
What role does China play in the current
disruptive forces shaping the global higher
education sector?
What is the role or impact of uncertainty in
regards to China and higher education?
What do we know about the future of China and
higher education? What remains unknown?
What gaps remain in the research on China and
higher education?
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In doing so, we invite participants to reflect on a wide
range of uncertainties, including, but not limited to
How has China’s role in international higher
education changed in recent years and looking into
the future?
What is the impact of changing migration patterns of
staff or students on China’s role in the global higher
education sector?
How do Sino-foreign relationships impact upon the
global higher education sector?
How have ideas about the value of international
degrees changed within and outside of China?
What role does online learning play in the future for
China and higher education?
How has COVID-19 affected China’s role in the global
higher education sector?

In light of increasing uncertainty facing higher education,
this conference brings together international experts and
policymakers to unpack the changing role of China in the
sector. The conference will approach this topic from the
perspective of both China as a provider of international
higher education and as a sender of Chinese international
students worldwide. Similarly, discussions will focus on
both the macro-level, global influence of China as a higher
education stakeholder and on the micro-level experiences
of students, teachers, and institutions.

Conference format

This conference will take place flexibly online
between 7 and 11 December 2020. We anticipate
sessions to take place for approximately 3 hours per
day, likely between the hours of 11:00 and 14:00 GMT
to support international accessibility for most
sessions. We have designed this conference to allow
flexible attendance to accommodate different
personal circumstances. You can join sessions of
interest to you throughout the week. All sessions will
be recorded for those unable to attend live. The full
schedule will be made available online in
September 2020, after the Call for Papers has
closed.
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Submission Guidance

You are invited to contribute to this conference in two formats (outlined below). Successful
abstracts will be considered for inclusion in an edited volume that will be developed after
the conference. All sessions will take place online (see ‘Conference Format’), with individual
presentations allocated approximately 15 minutes. We welcome contributions from around
the world and particularly support the inclusion of early career researchers.
Research presentation: Authors may submit an abstract for an empirical or theoretical
paper related to the conference theme. Research papers should be in advanced stages
and outline completed (or nearly completed) work from those at any career level .
Work in Progress (WiP) presentation: Authors may alternatively submit empirical or
theoretical work in progress related to the conference theme. WiP submissions are
intended for work in earlier stages that have not yet reached completion and can be
from those at any career level. Abstracts for WiP submissions should clearly outline 1-2
specific areas in which the author(s) would like to receive feedback from session
attendees for further developing their work.

All abstracts should be clearly connected to the conference theme of uncertain futures.
Accepted abstracts will be published online for attendees.
Abstracts should be no more than 300 words and are due by 04 September 2020 .
Please send abstracts to: ChinaHE@manchester.ac.uk
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Keynote Speakers

W e a r e p l e a s e d t o s h a r e t h e fo l l o w i n g c o n fi r m e d k e y n o t e s es s i o n s :
Prof Jenny Lee, University of Arizona
'US-China power and global science'
Prof Ka Ho Mok, Lingnan University
'The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on teaching, learning, and
wellbeing: Student perspectives'
Prof Wenqin Shen, Peking Univesity
'International academic mobility: Academic careers in China and
the challenges ahead'
Prof Johanna Waters, University College London
'Transnationalising Higher Education in Hong Kong: a new
paradigm for (im)mobilities in HE?'
Dr Jelena Brankovic, Bielefeld University, and
Melina Aarnikoivu, University of Jyvaskyla
' E v e r y b o d y s t r u g g l e s w i t h w r i t i n g - A c a d e m i c w r i t i n g w o rk sh o p b y
ECHER'
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